The “Revolutionary”
17 Rimfire

WContinued from Page 47)

produce a zalid 2T00 fps with 20grain
bullets (23 or 24-inch bareelsh, are im-
presaive, nol only in berms of velocity
from a rimfire cartridge, but in terms of
accuracy. Allof Chernicky's rifles Lhat T
fired produced exceptionally tight groupa
when the wind permitted

Wind is o definite factor in . 17-caliber
shooting. Varminters using the .17 Rem.
ingtan conterfire round have long recog:-
nized this problem; even with s velocity
of 4000 fpa, the .17 Remingten drifts
more than much-&lower 29 conter{ires.
Dirift is oven preater with the vimfice
risind because the velocity is 20 much
less. Hence, time of Night & grester, and
timees of Might ks the primary foctor in
wind drift, (The ether major factor, bal-
listic coefficient —a product of sectional
density, which iz a product of bullst
welght —is not ina .17 favor, either)

Iremember calling foxes and wanting
o preserve the pelts when the (22 Mag-
num wus the best commercial selution.
Thiz nrw 17 Rimfire beats the heck ot
of the 22 Magnum in this departmont.
It's & lot more accurate and produces

much higher velotity, for one thing, pos.
sibly getting to the animal before it has
s chance to move and spoil bullet place.
ment, More importantly, none of the 25
graie bullets fned in any of the 178 wers
particularly dectructive. Thisiats be ex
pecied with the Hornndy nnd Beminglon
bulluts, designed for .17 Remingion ve
locitics. The bullets custom made by
Chernicky perform well put to about 125
yards, bul see aldo Lo tough 1o eXpand
violently on small varmints at the beangser
ranmges the cartr i:lHrl = '.'Il[.lltl'l..li‘ of,

Friends and [ tock a number of ground
squirrels with the .17 Rimfire, at dis
tances from 150 to 200 vards, and rela
tively small exit holes were the rule. We
also took one cottontail rabbin witl the
AT, It destroved no mere mont tham .22
LE would have: the rabbit wis complete
Iy ediblie, Apparently, the bulleis are fine
as-is for small game at these distanees

Chernicky’s bullets have a jacket wall
thichnesaof 012 inch near the base, He
speciilates thot o joeket wall thickness of
about 008 inch would be ideal i produce
the explosive expansion with the round
that most varminters want an inedihle
BRI,

Little Fouling & High Accuracy
One of the great things about this car-
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tridge ik that, becnvse of its velocity lev-
el ard the smoll quantity of pawdor it
consumes, it doesn't foul a rifle’s bare like
the much ﬂllLIi_l.;nl_‘d 17 HI'."JI'I:I:I't}ﬂ.nl'l CETN-
terfire, Chernicky seports firing 500. to
G00-round strings withou cleaning the
bore, with a continuing high level of
mrcueriey, A barrel with soveral thounand
rodnds through i shows no appeecinhie
sign of threat erssion, cithor, and losks
almost new,

The rifles I've talked about =0 far in
this review were all custom barreled by
Kopper Chernicky. | firod vot ansther ri
e, however. thiz ane right amd of the
Mausor factory. It's the Modal 201 bolt
action wa 17 Rimfire, and it commonly
delivered half-inch live-shot groups at
10 vards,

[ firod the Meuser rifle with three
different experimental loadings using
Chernicky’s 20-peain bullets, The lewest.
velocity loading clocked only 21582 fps 12
feet from the muzzle, and produced 2.7-
aech, fivi-shot accuracy at 100 yards,
Load number two metered 2639 fjs with
Ad=ineh nesraey, while the thicd load.
the fastest [ fired in thiz rifle. elocked
2678 fps with 5-inch accuracy.

Check Qut These Groups

I fircd Chernicky's three rifles each
with one losd coly. His convorted Ruger
TT22 Meopmum was fitted with a 22.0nch
barrel and a Leapold 12% scope. His
Remington 40XR was fitted with a
24-inch barrel and a Leupokd 6.5-20X
soope. The H&ER Mode] 300 wore a 24
inch barrel and o Leupold 12X seogre, The
Remington averagod 1.1 inches, the
Buger 1.0, and the H&K 22 inch with
this lead

Thess groups were fired in n fnirly stilf
wimd. I the Myers 1 felt were due to the
wind were oliminated, the sverages
wonld have beon 6 inch for the Roming
ton, .8 for the Ruger, and .5 inch for the
HE&K. Remember, the HEK is a semi.
auto, and smmanition was fed from the
magazing! This usually buggers up the
bullet or bends the case slightly, peliler
of which 1= an aid to procision, Bue [
dida't experience either of these prob
bema with Chernichy's .17 H&K. This ri.
fle produced numerous halfinch groups,
and it functioned flawlessly,

Velocity averaged 2739 fps for the
Remington (24.ineh harrely, 2701 for the
Ruger (22&inch harrall, and 2633 for the

| HEK (24-inch barell. The Romington

ond HEK rifles wore fitted with Shilen
tubses whele the Buger wore o recham-
bered .17 Remingion barrel,

I beliove the 1T Rimfire cartridge has
the prtential to be ane hot sellor in this
country. If fuctory rifles and ammunition
are as accurste as the Chernicky and
Mauser rifles I've fired, the cartridge
woutld ereate quite o stie. It needs 8 ve-
locity of at least 26040 fps, I feel, with o

| 20-grain bullet (22.inch barrel) 1o suc



