any rifle cartridge, bat that muech speed from a rimfire

round in &.22 Magnum-type rifle got my attention fast
The round that produces thiz velocity is o 22 Mognum cose
necked down totake & . 17-coliber, 20-grain bullet. IUs one of the
guietest, lightest-kicking rounds ['ve evor lired, and 've beon
shooting varmint rifles for more than 35 years. It shoots fan
enough and carries enough punch ta take varmints out to 200
paces, and with half-inch fiveshot groups at 100 yards, it's ac
curate enough for head-shooting small game far beyond the range
of the 22 LR or .22 Magnum.

Boforae vou gt too excited, lot me haston toadd that you cant
rush out and |:|1:_l.' rifle and ammo im thizs chambesing from a ma
jar manufncturer =yet, There's mo iImmediate commitneent that
it will be availablecommercially, though several magor rifle and
ammunition manulscturers are lopking at the p:ba&hi'.i.tlr.'s. A
pusally, some of them hove done more thon just loak: I bove fired
experimental rifles and ammunition
and one preprodudtion rifle. While a
lat of ecampanies seem interested in
the CONCEDE, iLE ke the ald SLory ol
which comves Dirsd, the chicken or the
ogg. Hifle manufnsturers wont pro
comd withaut ammuanition being read-
ily available, and ammunition man-
ufacturers aren’t committing them-
selves wo investing in produstion wol-
ing without knowing there willbe lots
af riffes out there for people te bay am
munition for,

Who I3 Interested?

Remington, the only ULS, firm that
b the capability to intreduse both vi
flas nnd ammunition at anes, appar
ently i=n't interestied The company
has nlready had s go with o bottle
neck rimfire cartridge in the form of
thee Smuimn Bemington Magmem intro-
duced 22 veara age. The story of the
fnilure of that cartridge, which was
meore expensive, lesa versatile, and
only a slight ballistiz improvement
over the 22 Magnum, is history. But
Federal, Olin (Winehestorh and GGL
are leoking at producing the .17 Rim.
fire, and | know for a fact that Ruger,
Mauser, U5 Repsating Arms,
Thompeen/Center {in its Conterder
pish:l! and corbinek and Mirlin are all
conEidering chambering rifles for it
I'd eall that pretty promising
The .17 Bimlire that ['ve been experimanting
with &2 far removed from the 20-caliber Stam

Remington Magnum. Before | get intoa

discuz=ion of the current .17 Rimfire,

however, lot me briefly list a chrono
lagical backpround of boattleneck rimfive
cartridmes.

Rimfires fring bulleta of a variety of diam-
etera, from the 22 BE Capto the 58 Milles, wero
pupular prioe to the turn of the sentury. As you
may know, avoet of thom usoed elraight cases, but
even boltleneck rimfiires are not new. The 56-46
Spencer cartridge, introdused in 1856 and firing
i FHbprain Ad-caliber bullet aver 45 grains of
blackpowder, was a boitleneck rimfire round. It
was, however, a far ey from the varmint and
amall-game reunds that rimfires have become
today.

About 1920, A, Jones of Portland, COregon,
necked the standard .22 LK down to 14 ealiber

— q MIUTZZLE VELOCTTY of 2700 flaa is 8 healthy one from

Steve Chernicky, one of
itha srestors of tho 17
Rimfire, is o banchiest
compailior. He was on
the Shooting Sports
Rosaarch Council for
tha U.S Shooting Team,
mnd was dirsctor of the
LLS, Shooiing Team's
Uttra Matels [sigh-
socuracy .22 rimiire
smmunition) projest
wmill i was turnesd over
o tha Faderal Cartridgn
Co. He developed the
A7 Rimnfiire o & supar-
mocurate, sifective. low-
rnlaan, |owi-rlomchnat-
potantial, Z00-yard
varmint cartridge.
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